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erine, Diane being as helpless in the crisis as every one else
The disaster was stupendous.

"History has related what were our losses; immense, un-
heard of since Pavia.... The first shock of the news was
overwhelming; France was stunned by the blow. Already
Paris believed the enemy within the walls, and the realm
captured. In the capital the citizens packed their possessions
and fled, some to Orleans, some to Bourges, some still fur-
ther___To stop the flight, to rouse energy, to sound in the

ears of France those words able to arouse the dead, 'The
country in danger/ this was the imperative duty of whoever
governed. But the King was absent; only the Queen was in
Paris. What did the Queen? I leave the Venetian ambassador
to reply." 43

Giacomo Soranzo, the Venetian ambassador at that time, in
his report of the i4th August 1557, relates that Catherine at
once went to the Parlement*4 urged on them not to lose heart
(as they were ready to do), but to vigorously prosecute the
war, and to vote large subsidies for the defence of the king-
dom ; and she showed so much courage, wisdom, and ability,
that she was not only completely successful, but received an
immense ovation from the members of the Parlement.

"She expressed herself with so much eloquence and feel-
ing that she touched all hearts-----And the assembly con-
cluded amidst such applause for Her Majesty, and such
lively marks of satisfaction at her conduct, as cannot be de-
scribed in words. All over the city nothing is talked about
but the Queen's prudence, and the happy way in which she
acted in this undertaking."45

Thus did Catherine, on the first occasion in which she had
an opportunity of showing her powers, overcome (for a time,
at all events) the prejudice which the French people had
nourished against her for so many years.